
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

● Our Mission  

To act with professionalism and commitment in the development of ethical 

individuals who are capable of creating solutions to face life's challenges. 

Escola Crescimento has a strong presence in the local educational landscape, 

contributing to the development of children and young people with an 

international mindset, prepared to act as global citizens. Our educational 

practices are engaging, innovative, and committed to the holistic 

development of students, promoting an education that is connected to the 

real world. 

 

● Assessment Policy 

At Escola Crescimento, we understand assessment as an essential tool for 

learning, capable of promoting the holistic development of students and 

guiding meaningful pedagogical practices. We believe that assessment goes 

beyond assigning grades or measuring outcomes: it is a continuous, reflective, 

and intentional process that actively involves students, teachers, families, and 

the pedagogical team. 

By valuing observation, attentive listening, and dialogue, we aim to build a 

culture of formative assessment that recognizes different learning paces and 

styles, while promoting student agency. Our assessment tools and strategies 

are aligned with the principles of the Primary Years Programme (PYP), reflecting 

the centrality of the learner, concept-based learning, and the development 

of an international mindset. 

In this way, assessment at our school supports meaningful learning, fosters 

student agency, and contributes to the development of critical, ethical, and 

engaged citizens within their communities. 

 



 

Assessment Purposes 

Assessment is understood as an intentional, continuous, and reflective process 

with multiple interconnected purposes, all centered on the promotion of 

meaningful learning. Aligned with the philosophy of the Primary Years 

Programme (PYP), we believe that assessment is, above all, about 

understanding how students learn, how they express themselves, and how they 

construct meaning from their experiences — especially within a language 

immersion context, where language serves as a bridge to diverse learning 

opportunities and the development of an international mindset. 

We assess for learning when we use evidence of student progress to guide 

pedagogical planning, adjusting strategies, approaches, and resources to 

better meet individual and collective needs. We assess of learning by 

recording what students know, understand, and are able to do at key 

moments in the process, offering a broad and well-informed view of each 

learner’s development. We assess as learning by engaging students in 

metacognition, encouraging them to reflect on their own learning process, set 

goals, and take ownership of their learning journey. 

In this sense, assessment is also a powerful tool for reflecting on the inquiry 

process experienced by students. It provides valuable insights for enhancing 

teaching, identifying support strategies, and ensuring that each child, in their 

uniqueness, has real and equitable access to success. We recognize that 

students have different profiles, paces, interests, and learning styles. Therefore, 

we assess with a mindful eye on diversity, fostering inclusive and responsive 

practices. 

We view assessment as a collaborative process — it involves students, 

teachers, peers, families, and the pedagogical team in an ongoing dialogue 

about learning and teaching. Together, we build an assessment culture that 

not only measures but drives learning, strengthens relationships, and broadens 

horizons. 



 

 

●  Types of Assessment 

At Escola Crescimento, we recognize the importance of effectively 

documenting evidence of learning throughout the inquiry process 

experienced by our students. These records allow us to understand not only 

what has been learned, but also how each student learns, thinks, expresses 

themselves, and evolves. The evidence collected at different points during the 

units of inquiry is essential to monitor the students’ holistic development — 

considering cognitive, linguistic, social, physical, and emotional dimensions — 

and to inform more responsive, inclusive, and meaningful pedagogical 

practices. 

In the Early Years, the focus of assessment is on sensitive and systematic 

observation of everyday moments, with an emphasis on three main tools: 

● Diagnostic assessment: conducted at the beginning of each school 

term or new unit, it allows teachers to understand the children’s prior 

knowledge, interests, and hypotheses, serving as the foundation for 

planning. 

 

● Graphism assessment: conducted monthly, it observes and tracks the 

development of fine motor skills, graphic expression, and early literacy, 

respecting each child’s individual pace. 

 

● Portfolio: an intentional collection of student work and pedagogical 

narratives that documents their growth over time. It includes speech 

transcripts, drawings, photos, and reflections, organized into a shared 

website for families. This rich and authentic portrait of the learning 

journey covers students from Pre-K 1 to Grade 1. 

 



 

In the Elementary Years, the assessment process becomes broader and more 

structured, including: 

● Diagnostic assessment: identifies students' starting points in each new 

learning stage, allowing for more targeted and intentional teaching. 

 

● Ongoing/formative assessment: embedded in classroom routines, it 

monitors student progress throughout tasks, projects, and inquiries, 

valuing the process as much as the product. 

 

● Formal assessment: includes specific tools applied at strategic 

moments, such as tests, written productions, presentations, and self-

assessments — all aligned with the curriculum and unit objectives. 

 

Although these models provide structure, our assessment practices are not 

limited to them. We use various tools throughout the school routine, such as 

checklists, rubrics, observation records, mind maps, self-assessments, and peer 

assessments. These enrich the process and support student agency. 

Assessment in our school goes beyond assigning grades or focusing solely on 

the teacher’s perspective. It is a living part of the learning process — built 

collaboratively, with active listening and genuine attention to each student’s 

needs and potential. 

 

Assessment Tools 

A diverse range of assessment tools is essential for capturing each student’s 

learning journey in a broad and sensitive way. The use of varied strategies 

allows us to understand student development from multiple perspectives, 

ensuring more effective pedagogical interventions, clear communication with 



 

families, and the strengthening of a culture of feedback and continuous 

reflection. 

We apply assessment strategies that promote active listening and 

individualized monitoring of each student’s journey, including the frequent use 

of both formal and informal feedback to guide the next steps in learning. In 

addition, the evidence collected over time is organized to provide consistent 

information for communicating with families and to support the planning and 

decision-making processes of teachers and coordinators. 

Assessment tools are strategically selected according to the learning 

objectives and the stage of the inquiry unit. Among the most frequently used 

tools are: 

● Observation records 

 

● Diagnostic assessments 

 

● Circle time and group discussions 

 

● Knowledge exhibitions and presentations 

 

● Homework with an evaluative purpose 

 

● Oral and visual presentations 

 

● Guided self-assessments 

 

● Formative and reflective feedback 

 

● Peer assessments 

 



 

● Annotated corrections of formal assessments 

 

● Co-constructed rubrics and checklists 

 

● Digital portfolios (learning documentation) 

 

● Mind maps and graphic organizers 

 

● Photographic and video records with pedagogical intent 

 

These tools enable us to collect rich and varied evidence of students’ thinking, 

skills, values, and attitudes, respecting their diverse learning styles and paces. 

More than measuring results, they foster pedagogical listening, encourage 

student agency, and reinforce the role of assessment as an integral part of the 

teaching and learning process. 

 

●  Feedback and Reflection 

Ongoing feedback is an essential element of our school’s assessment process, 

serving as a tool for growth and improvement in learning. When delivered 

intentionally, clearly, and in a timely manner, feedback guides students in 

understanding their achievements and next steps, strengthening their 

autonomy and capacity for self-regulation. 

We understand that assessment does not end with data collection or the 

assignment of grades; it expands through the student’s engagement in 

reflecting on their own learning journey. We encourage students to develop 

metacognitive skills by recognizing their strengths, identifying challenges, and 

setting goals for their development. Self-reflection and peer assessment are 

routine strategies in our practice, as they foster active listening, empathy, and 

a sense of responsibility for one’s own learning. 



 

Additionally, the data collected throughout the inquiries and through various 

assessment tools is carefully analyzed by the teaching and pedagogical teams 

to inform curricular decisions, guide personalized interventions, and 

communicate student progress to families. One mechanism we use in this 

process is detailed performance analysis—assessment by assessment—which 

enables us to identify variations in individual and group results. From this 

thorough review, targeted pedagogical actions are planned to respond to 

each identified need, whether related to lesson planning, teacher mediation, 

or individualized student support. 

Assessment, therefore, becomes a continuous cycle of observation, listening, 

dialogue, and reconstruction—one that values student agency and upholds 

the school’s commitment to meaningful, inclusive, and transformative 

learning. 

 

● Recording and Communicating Results 

At Escola Crescimento, we understand that assessment only fully serves its 

purpose when results are recorded and communicated clearly, continuously, 

and formatively. Therefore, we prioritize transparent communication practices 

with students and families that allow all parties involved to understand student 

progress, achievements, and areas that require attention. 

● Report Cards 

Report cards are issued every two months, at the end of each unit of inquiry. 

Students from Year 2 to Year 5 receive both a descriptive evaluation of their 

performance and a numerical grade for each subject area, with a minimum 

average score of 6.0 (on a scale from 0 to 10) required for passing. 

 Students in Year 1, who are still in the early stages of literacy development, do 

not receive numerical grades. Instead, they are provided with descriptive 



 

records that accompany their development in a sensitive and personalized 

manner. 

 

● Parent Conferences 

In addition to report cards, we regularly hold Parent Conferences—

opportunities for dialogue between families and teachers that allow for the 

sharing of insights about the student’s journey, progress, interests, and 

challenges. These meetings strengthen the partnership between school and 

family, fostering active listening and aligning strategies to support the holistic 

development of each student. 

 

● Ongoing Communication with Families 

We also value ongoing communication throughout the school routines. 

Teachers and coordinators maintain open channels with families, using various 

tools (school agendas, meetings, digital platforms, interim reports) to share 

records, learning evidence, and interventions carried out. This constant 

communication reinforces the formative nature of assessment and highlights 

the school’s commitment to attentive and individualized student support. 

 

● Inclusion in Assessment 

We believe that assessment must reflect the school's commitment to equity 

and the appreciation of each student's individuality. To this end, we implement 

strategies that ensure assessment practices accommodate different learning 

styles, paces, and approaches, promoting full access and participation for all 

students in the process of knowledge construction. 



 

We recognize that students demonstrate their understanding in different 

ways—through oral language, artistic expression, problem-solving, writing, 

attentive listening, collaboration, among others. Therefore, assessments are 

planned using a variety of formats and approaches, allowing each student to 

show their learning in a meaningful way that aligns with their unique potential. 

For students with specific educational needs, we provide adaptations in 

assessment tools, strategies, and criteria, ensuring the process is sensitive to 

their characteristics and supports their holistic development. These 

adaptations may include: 

● extended time for completing tasks; 

 

● additional visual or auditory support; 

 

● simplified or reworded instructions; 

 

● pedagogical mediation during assessments; 

 

● use of assistive technologies; 

 

● assessment through alternative forms of documentation. 

 

These measures are implemented with the support of the pedagogical team, 

always in dialogue with families, and with respect for confidentiality, dignity, 

and the promotion of autonomy. 

In this way, we reaffirm our commitment to an inclusive, flexible, and 

meaningful assessment process that embraces diversity as both a value and a 

pathway to every student's success. 

 



 

● Development, Review, and Update of the Policy 

The Assessment Policy was developed by the school leadership team—

composed of the Head of School, division leaders, PYP coordinator, and 

pedagogical coordinators—in May, with the aim of documenting our beliefs 

about assessment as a powerful tool for learning. Our goal is to share this 

valuable perspective with the entire teaching team, students, families, and 

others who identify with our educational approach. 

To ensure the ideas expressed in this document effectively reach the entire 

community, the policy will be published on the school website and made 

available in the coordination offices of each educational division. 

The Assessment Policy of Escola Crescimento is a dynamic document that 

reflects the principles of our pedagogical practice and is continuously evolving 

in response to the needs of our school community, the guidelines of the 

national curriculum, and the principles of the International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Primary Years Programme (PYP). 

We understand that assessment, as a pedagogical tool, must be continuously 

rethought in light of everyday school experiences. For this reason, we conduct 

a review of the policy every two years to ensure that it remains meaningful, 

coherent, and aligned with our educational values. 

The review process is collaborative and participatory, involving coordinators, 

teachers, students, and families. We consider it essential to listen to different 

perspectives in order to understand how assessment is perceived, applied, and 

experienced by all stakeholders. This listening process supports decision-

making and promotes a culture of continuous improvement. 

Policy updates are based on: 

● evidence collected from assessment practices; 

 



 

● reflections by the pedagogical team; 

 

● feedback from students and families; 

 

● ongoing professional development of educators; 

 

● and guidance from the IB and Brazil’s legal educational frameworks. 

 

In this way, we reaffirm our commitment to a student-centered education, 

open to dialogue, and guided by the holistic development and ongoing 

improvement of our pedagogical processes. 

 

 

 


